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The Union Senate Meeting

Living in interesting times is like navigating turbulent seas. You have to
pay attention and you have to be engaged; otherwise, you may find
yourself marooned or underwater. Paying attention and engaged, the
union is determined to help faculty weather the storms.

That brings us to the annual meeting of the statewide union.

e What We Heard at the Senate. While faculty continue to
wrestle with leaders imposed from on high, faculty and
students are being targeted - and not by administrators. For
more, see below.

While a political hurricane blows through Washington, we are still
subjected to Tallahassee weather. For example, while the Florida
State University System Board of Governors is theoretically
independent, in practice they have proven subservient to the
governor's office. The Board pays greater attention to the political
interests of Tallahassee players than to the interests of the
students, the missions of the institutions those students attend,
and the interests of the communities that those institutions serve.

e The Board Turns Up the Heat. It appears that most of our
general education courses were woke or something, so the
Board threw most courses out of the general education
curriculum. For more, see below.

Meanwhile, to those tenured faculty who are being PTR'd this
year, a heads up. Some deans are getting their assessments out
early - and advancing the deadlines for faculty responses. The
updated timeline said that deans had to produce their
assessments by February 28, and then faculty who wanted to
respond had until March 14 to do so. But now, some deans have
gotten done early - and advanced the deadline for faculty
responses so that PTR'd faculty still have only two weeks to
respond. So if you were PTR'd this year, watch your mail.

While many of us were following news of cuts in NIH funding of
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indirect costs (on hold for now), some disturbing news from
Southern Florida.

e More jobs for the boys? Two Florida universities have
hired two more politicians to be their presidents. For more
on this trend, see below.

The next bargaining session is on February 21, on USF Tampa
in SVC 2070. As always, the session is open to the public - and
we encourage everyone to attend. And if you haven't already,
please fill out the Bargaining Committee's short survey. Thank
you!

And after the bargaining session...
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Friday, February 21 from 5-7

New World Tampa

Scan for Map 810 E Skagway Ave, Tampa, FL 33604

Chapter Meeting Tomorrow

Chapter Meeting Tomorrow Friday at 12 noon on USF Tampa

in EDU 254 and on Zoom. (EDU 254 can be reached via the working
elevator in the northern wing of the Education building next to the

Stavros center.) On the agenda: the chapter election, legal
updates, report on the Senate meeting, the spring membership
campaign, the upcoming legislative session, and more.


https://uff.ourusf.org/biweekly/Agenda.pdf

Meetings and events are posted on the Events Calendar of the
UFF USF website. Come and check us out.

If you are not a union member, please join today (the form
connects automatically to the eDues form, so you will want
to have your banking information or checkbook information
handy). We are stronger standing together in solidarity.

If you have difficulties with the eDues form, see the
instructions

What We Heard at the Senate

The primary policy-making body of the United Faculty of Florida
is the Senate, which meets twice a year to hear reports and set
policy. The Senate met last weekend, and heard UFF president
Teresa Hodge say, “our elected leaders continue to devote their
time and effort and energy to undermine our right to exist and to
advocate for our members.”

But we also have problems with people our elected leaders
encourage...

The big draw was the report by UFF General Counsel Virginia
Edwards, who described the growing panoply of lawsuits that the
union and other parties have filed against the state claiming that
various laws targeting higher education and unions are
unconstitutional (your union dues at work). We are making
progress - although, as Charles Dickens fans would predict,
slowly.

On a more ominous note, the General Counsel reported that
some faculty are receiving vicious or threatening emails; if any
USF faculty receives such emails, please report this to the
Grievance Committee, for the General Counsel is exploring legal
options. On a similar note, various government representatives -
or people who claim to be government representatives - have
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been contacting faculty asking for information about their
students; if you receive such a “finding letter”, again please
contact the Grievance Committee. The General Counsel would
like to know what the scale of this problem is.

At each Senate meeting, senators from the universities meet to
hear reports about what is going on at the universities. Most of
the reports concerned bargaining, but two universities are facing
new leadership problems. The University of West Florida just got
five new trustees, none of them local; three of them are political
activists, and one of them is notorious - and that is the one
elected to be chair. UWF faculty are concerned that what
happened at New College could happen at Pensacola. But the
latest news is that Lieutenant Governor Jeanette Nunez was
magically made interim president of Florida International
University in a rushed Board of Trustees meeting; what this
means for FIU is not clear. (News of former House Speaker
Adam Hasner becoming FAU president came after the Senate
meeting; for details, see below.)

One issue that came up during the reports was that many of
these ideologically inclined leaders are not competent to do the
jobs for which they were ostensibly hired. Most of the complaints
that have been widely aired concern the damage that ideological
leadership does to higher education, but we are hearing reports
about the inability of many of these ideologues to simply do their
jobs - and the effect that has at some institutions.

The union is a democracy, and all members are encouraged to
participate by running for office or voting. That goes for the state
organization as well, and currently nominations are open for
statewide offices and seats; Nominations will be closed on
February 19th. Only UFF members may run and vote.

Membership Status

If you are going on a reduced-pay leave or sabbatical, or if you
are retiring or resigning, please contact us so we can adjust your
eDues accordingly: visit the UFF Membership Policy webpage. In
particular, if you are retiring, we encourage you to consider
joining the UFF Retired chapter: here is their webpage.
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Your UFF-USF Bargaining
Committee met with USF-BOT
bargaining representatives to
begin negotiations for the
successor agreement to the
current Collective Bargaining Agreement 2021-2024. The
Bargaining Committee wants your ideas, comments,
suggestions, and desiderata from the employees that the
union represents. Please send thoughts on bargaining

to the Bargaining Committee.
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And we have a (brief) bargaining survey we ask people to
fill out.

The Board Turns Up the Heat ...
With Us in the Pot

The Board of Governors (BOG), which oversees the Florida
State University System, had imposed some vague and
sweeping restrictions on what courses could be in any
university's general education curriculum. Last week Tuesday
came time for university administrations to present their redacted
lists of inoffensive courses in the hope that said lists might meet
the Board's approval.

Sweeping curriculum overhauls came from the University of
Florida, which delisted nearly three quarters of its general
education catalogue, and from Florida State University, which
removed 432 of the 571 general education courses previously on
list. These included courses in African American Studies,
American Multi-Ethnic Literature, Feminism and Globalization,
the Evolution of Human Sexuality, and LGBTQ History. USF is
down to about 130 general education courses from about five
hundred.

Mark Halley, the president of the UNF Chapter of UFF, and
Matthew Leon, UFF UNF Grievance Chair, also spoke at the
event. Offering public comment before the BOG later that
afternoon, Leon attributed his own professional success to the
education he received through the Alabama public university
system, which “emphasized diversity, equity and inclusion”
through courses which were “not just an examination of our past,
but also an examination of our present.”

The mood of the BOG was triumphal with respect to the general
education course list ratification, and the majority of the
remainder of the meeting was devoted to resolutions on how
New College of Florida would resolve the cost of repairs from
damage accrued during October's hurricanes, and on an
impending class action ruling which will demand that universities
pay NCAA athletes competitive salaries, likely costing Florida
state universities an additional $22.5 million per year.

Prior to the meeting, Creative Loafing reported that Florida
faculty and students had urged the public to oppose the purge of
general education courses, afterwards, Inside Higher Ed reported
that the Board of Governors voted to remove hundreds of
classes, many touching on race and gender. Meanwhile, lowa is
thinking about following Florida’s example and imposing
restrictions on their general education courses — but Texas is
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ahead of us as one of their universities has warned faculty that
their teaching and research will be under “intense scrutiny”.

More jobs for the boys?

After Ben Sasse's brief tenure as cashier — er - president of the
University of Florida, and Richard Corcoran’s - might | say
disastrous? - tenure at New College, one might think that Florida
boards of trustees would be a little cautious about hiring
politicians to be presidents. But after an abbreviated board of
trustees meeting, Florida Atlantic University hired Lieutenant
governor Jeanette Nunez as their new interim president and
Florida Atlantic University hired former House Speaker Adam
Hasner as its president.

While universities have a history of hiring former politicians, there
seems to be a lot of this sort of thing in Florida nowadays. It does
not look as if the students, the missions of the institutions, or the
community have benefited from this practice.

What is a Contract Good For?

A contract can help when you get in trouble - if you use it. If
your contractual rights are violated, you have the right to file a
grievance seeking redress, and we can help. But remember, you
have thirty days from the time you knew or should have
known about the contract violation to file the grievance, so if
something happens, contact us asap. For more information,
see the Grievance Page.
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Follow us on Social Media
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Join us on Social Media

We have a Facebook group: see United Faculty of Florida at



https://www.chronicle.com/article/a-texas-university-tells-professors-their-teaching-and-research-will-be-under-intense-scrutiny?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_12482141_nl_Afternoon-Update_date_20250131
https://www.alligator.org/article/2024/08/sasse-s-spending-spree-former-uf-president-channeled-millions-to-gop-allies-secretive-contracts
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/opinion/columns/guest/2024/10/23/opinion-corcoran-has-lowered-the-bar-at-new-college-of-florida/75804683007/
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/02/07/lt-gov-nunez-to-head-fiu-leave-desantis-administration/
https://bocamag.com/the-politics-behind-adam-hasners-selection-as-fau-president/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/education/2025/01/01/why-do-so-many-florida-universities-hire-politicians-presidents/
https://uff.ourusf.org/grievances/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/USFUFF/

USEFE. This page is a place where UFF members can exchange
thoughts and ideas. The page is "public", but only dues-
paying UFF members are eligible to post items on the page.
If you are a UFF member, ask to join on the page, and the
moderator will invite every UFF member that asks to join.
Non-members are welcome to look (but you need a Facebook
account to do that). So check us out ... join the conversation.

e We have a blog: see The USF Faculty Blog. This has news
items as they come up.
e We are on Twitter (aka X), so follow us on Twitter / X

via @UffUsf.

e \We are on Instagram, so check us out at Instagram

@usf_uff.

e We even have a You-Tube channel: check out our videos.

We are revamping our publicity machine, and if you are
interested in social media, in membership, or in
conversations with you colleagues across campus, come
join the campaign. Contact the Communications Committee
chair.

USF United Support Fund for Food Pantries

Many of our students are struggling during with food insecurity, and the
USF Foundation is supporting the USF Food Pantries to help out. They
are accepting non-perishable donations, but one can also make
monetary donations for the pantries at all three campuses.

Details, Details

he USF-UFF Chapter website is http://www.uff.ourusf.org, and our e-mail
address is uff@ourusf.org. About this broadcast: This Newsletter was
broadcast from Constant Contact, and is intended for all members of the
UFF USF Bargaining unit (USF faculty and professionals at most
departments). A (usually identical) version will be broadcast to USF-
News and USF-Talk from mccolm@usf.edu.

If you do not want to receive the UFF Biweekly, you can unsubscribe
below or contacting the Chapter Secretary. If you do not receive the
Biweekly, but want to, contact the Chapter Secretary.

United Faculty of Florida | 30238 USF Holly Dr University of South Florida | Tampa,
FL 33620 US
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