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The Florida Education Association requests that its national affiliates support the repeal of the 

Dickey Amendment of 1996, and urge Congress to fund gun violence research through 

appropriate government agencies. 

 

Rationale 

 

Gun violence is a significant public health problem in the United States, with 4.2 deaths per 

100,000 people in 2015, according to a posting in the Journal of the American Medical 

Association.
1
 This includes accidents and suicides overlooked by the media as well as occasional 

mass shootings that get lots of coverage. Mass shootings get a lot of coverage and are traumatic, 

but it is the spectrum of deaths by firearm violence that generates the gross statistics: over the 

past two decades, one out of every ten thousand Americans die annually by firearms (including 

nearly one out of every 100,000 Americans age 5-14), for a total of 36,252 deaths by firearm 

violence in 2015.
2
 There is now a major movement, especially among young people, to do 

something about gun violence in general and especially mass shootings in particular. 

 

Unlike other major public health problems, gun violence research has been severely limited by 

Washington politics. In 1996, Congress passed the Dickey Amendment, barring the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention from spending money on advocating gun control.
3
 In ensuing 

years, Congress made it clear that gun violence research was advocacy, and gun violence 

research has been very spotty ever since.
4
 

 

As a result, solutions proposed - from arming teachers to banning “assault rifles,” are based on 

ideology as much as science. Prohibition is an example of what can happen when ideology drives 

public health policy, so what the U.S. needs is science. 

 

In 2012, Jay Dickey (the author of the amendment) and Mark Rosenberg (a leading opponent) 

co-authored an opinion piece calling for the repeal of the amendment, and calling for more gun 

violence research.
5
 Again, the amendment does not actually ban the research, but its passage had 

that effect, and the hope is that repealing it would have the effect of encouraging and funding 

gun violence research. 

 

More recently, an omnibus spending bill “clarified” the restriction on gun violence research,
6
 but 

Politifact retorted, “Was the change ... momentous ...? Yes and no.”
7
 The reality is that it is the 

political situation created by the Dickey Amendment, not the language of the Dickey 

Amendment, that is the problem. Repealing the Amendment is what is needed to make it 

politically feasible for federal agencies to provide resources for gun violence research. 
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